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The Return of the
Protagonists of Fatima
to Cova da Iria

/ Fr. Carlos Cabecinhas

The Shrine of Fatima exists thanks to the
pilgrims and for the pilgrims. Therefore,
after so many limitations imposed by the
pandemic, watching the progressive return
of the pilgrims is a sign of hope and a reason
to rejoice, because pilgrims are the key pro-
tagonists of Fatima.

Since the beginning, it was not the hier-
archy - bishops and presbyters — who led the
development of Fatima and of what would
later become the Shrine: it was the pilgrims.
Just like the Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon
Manuel Gongalves Cerejeira said, it was not
the Church which imposed Fatima: it was
Fatima which imposed itself on the Church.

It was the people of God who, having
heard of the Apparitions, began travelling to
Cova da Iria on the 13th every month from
May, and by October they already consisted
of an impressive crowd. These first pilgrims
pursued the express request of Our Lady to
build a chapel at the site of the apparitions:
the Little Chapel, built in 1919, dynamited
in 1922 and rebuilt in 1923. It was Gilberto
Fernandes dos Santos, a devout layman from
Torres Novas, who took the initiative to
have an image sculpted for the veneration of
the faithful; the sculpture arrived in Fatima
in 1920. It was the pilgrims who determined
some of the most emblematic and iconic as-
pects of the pilgrimages to Fatima, such as
the candlelight procession and the waving of
white handkerchiefs in the goodbye proces-
sion... In short, the pilgrims were the pro-
tagonists of the affirmation of Fatima, of the
reception of the message, of the growth of
the Shrine and of its most expressive mani-
festations.

Because the pilgrims continue to be the
protagonists of Fatima, to witness their pro-
gressive return to the Shrine, despite all the
difficulties of the present moment, is an en-
couraging sign. The Shrine has been trying
to offer possibilities to experience Fatima
through digital means, in this time of pan-
demic, and we will continue to develop these
possibilities after the pandemic situation is
over, but our desire is that pilgrims from all
parts of the world may return to the Shrine,
where the spaces are prepared so that every-
one feels safe.
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Like Mary, bearers of joy and love:
Praise the Lord, who lifts up the poor

The Pilgrim Itinerary 2020-2023

Already Available

A Proposal that intends to help pilgrims to better know
the various spaces of the Shrine of Fatima, in a splrltual
perspective inserted in the theme of the triennium “Like
Mary, Bearers of Joy and Love”. catis Filipe

The Pilgrim’s Itinerary 2020-2023 is already
available at the various distribution points in
the Prayer Area of the Shrine of Fatima and in
the area of Valinhos and Aljustrel.

These two proposals aim at helping pil-
grims to better know the various spaces
of the Shrine of Fatima and its surround-
ing area, in a spiritual perspective inserted
in the theme of the triennium “Like Mary,
Bearers of Joy and Love”.

The Pilgrim’s Itinerary 2020-2023 dis-
tributed in the Prayer Area of the Shrine of
Fatima begins at the High Cross, proceed-
ing to the Chapel of the Apparitions. On
the lower floor of the Basilica of the Most
Holy Trinity, pilgrims are invited to con-
template the mirrors of water and to pray in
the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament. This
is followed by a stop to admire the stained
glass windows on the facade of the Basilica
of the Most Holy Trinity, then it passes by

the monument to the Berlin Wall and ends
at the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary of
Fatima.

The Pilgrim’s Itinerary 2020-2023 dis-
tributed in the area of Valinhos and Aljus-
trel leads the pilgrims through the Way of
the Cross on the Shepherds’ Path, until Loca
do Cabeco and the monument of Valinhos.
Afterwards, pilgrims are invited to visit the
Arneiro Well and the House of Saint Fran-
cis and Saint Jacinta.

These itineraries are available in paper,
free of charge, in the seven official languag-
es of the Shrine of Fatima - Portuguese,
Spanish, Italian, French, German, Polish
and English; in several dispensers along the
Prayer Area and at the Information Office
in Aljustrel.

Soon, they will also be available in digital
format, accessible on smartphones and tab-
lets, as well as in podcast format.


https://www.fatima.pt/pt/pages/itinerario-do-peregrino-2020-2023
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Seventh Apparition Celebrates 100 Years

The last apparition in Cova da Iria was addressed to Lucia, the only survivin% seer, in 1921,

and Our Lady fulfilled what she had announced on May 13th, 191/, when s

e told the

little shepherds that she would return a seventh time. / carmo Rodeia

On June 15th, 1921, Lcia visited Cova da
Iria, in order to take her leave of the place.
She had unwillingly agreed to the proposal of
the Bishop of Leiria to leave, but Licia was
uncertain. The bishop’s invitation to go to
the Asilo of Vilar in Oporto had been tempt-
ing from the point of view of being less ex-
posed, since the search for the little seer gave
her no peace, but Licia was already regret-
ting it, bearing the weight of separation from
her family and the places that were familiar
to her.

“The joy I felt in saying goodbye to the
bishop was short-lived. I recalled in my mind
my family, the father’s house, Cova da Iria,
Cabeco, Valinhos, the well... and now should
I go away from everything, thus, once and
forever? And without knowing where to
go...? I said yes to the bishop, but now I'll tell
him that I regretted, and do not want to go
there,” the nun tells in her diary.

The Diocese of Leiria had been restored
in 1920, the diocesan Bishop D. José Alves
Correia da Silva was consecrated, and then
immediately wanted to find out about the
events of Fatima and the whereabouts of Li-
cia, the only survivor of the three little shep-
herds. On learning that she was in Fatima at
the time, he asked a lady of his confidence to
go and see if, with her mother’s permission,
he could take her to Leiria. Thus Liicia met
Dom José for the first time, who questioned
her about the apparitions and advised her to
keep what she had witnessed secret and to
leave Fatima.

After having agreed to the bishop’s pro-
posal, Licia suffered with deep pain, torn be-
tween obedience and her own will. And she
decides to visit, one last time, Cova da Iria,
having suddenly had a vision of Our Lady,
as she describes in the intimacy of her diary,
some years later:

“So careful and solicitous, You, once again,
came down to earth, and then I felt your
friendly and maternal hand touching me on
the shoulder; I looked up and saw You; it was
You, the Blessed Mother, giving me a hand
and showing me the way. Your lips opened
and the sweet timbre of your voice brought
back again light and peace to my soul: ‘Here I
am for the seventh time, go, follow the path
along which the bishop wants to take you,
this is the will of God.” Then I repeated my
‘yes', now a ‘yes’ much more conscious than
that of May 13th, 1917; and while you were

again raising towards heaven, it came to my
mind, at a glance, a whole series of wonders
which in that same spot, only four years ago,
I was given to contemplate”. And, she con-
tinues: “Surely, from Heaven, your maternal
gaze followed my steps, and in the Immense
Mirror of Light which is God, you saw the
struggle of the one to whom you had prom-
ised special protection. ‘I will never forsake
you. My Immaculate Heart will be your ref-
uge and the way that will lead you to God.”

One hundred years have passed since this
apparition which, by its nature and its ad-
dressee, was possibly addressed to Licia and
which was to shape her vocational history.
Less known than the others, not only those
which took place in Cova da Iria and were
witnessed by her cousins Francisco and Jacin-
ta Marto, but also those which took place in
Spain, this apparition assumes, therefore, a
more mystical character and shapes the path
of holiness of the seer of Fatima, who was to
always live far from Cova da Iria from then
on.

On the day after the apparition, Liicia left
Aljustrel, on her way to the Asylum of Vilar,
in Oporto, where she was admitted on June
17th to the custody of the Sisters of Saint
Dorothy, taking the name of Maria das Dores
(Mary of the Sorrows), a name suggested by
Msgr Manuel Pereira Lopes, confessor of the
house, who in a letter to Msgr Jodo Pereira
Venancio explains that “when she entered,
on condition of secrecy, the Asylum of Vilar,
L assisted or was the godfather of the substitu-
tion of her name for Maria das Dores, which
was the name of the superior of the Asylum
at the time (Mother Maria das Dores Magal-
haes). She understood the advantages of the
substitution and was faithful to her promise
of secrecy.”

She professed her vow as a Dorothean
nun in 1928 in Tui (Galicia, Spain), where
she lived for some years. Shortly after, as she
was living in Pontevedra, Galicia, the Virgin
Mary appeared to her again in 1925 (Pon-
tevedra Apparitions).

Ldcia experienced three more apparitions
between 1925 and 1929: the apparition of
Our Lady, the apparition of the Child Je-
sus and the apparition of the Holy Trinity
and Our Lady, which make up the so-called
Cordimariano Cycle.

From the account of this seventh appari-
tion, two aspects stand out which were to
mark Lucia’s life: obedience to the Bishop of
Leiria and, consequently, to the Church, and
the solicitude before her Mother, fulfilling
Mary's request at the Wedding at Cana: “Do
whatever He tells you”.

Obedience and resistance are the two “fea-
tures” that the theologian and historian José
Rui Teixeira highlights in the personality of
the seer Liicia de Jesus.

“At the heart of this life was prayer, spir-
itual intimacy with God. But within this
heart, she never forgot the Church, the Holy
Father; the conversion of sinners; the union
of the Churches and the unity of the Church;
her community and that silent multitude that
- from all over the world - recommended
themselves to her prayers,” says the official
biographer in the process of beatification and
canonization of the Servant of God.

In a video (which can be viewed at www.
fatima.pt) depicting the personality of the
nun, one of the various faces of Fatima
shown in the temporary exhibition of the
Shrine, José Rui Teixeira underlines that,
“No matter how hard Lucia tried to keep
hidden, no matter how much circumstances
isolated and silenced her, no one forgot her,
even after having been cloistered for decades.
(...) Even when certain sectors of the Portu-
guese Church condemned her to a certain in-
difference, the Carmelite monastery seemed
an extension of the Roman Curia and Licia’s
cell was transformed into a sort of world
map of thousands upon thousands of letters
which carried the rumour of so many needs
and intentions,” recalls the theologian, while
pointing out the “great organizational capac-
ity” and “obstinacy” which enabled Liicia to
spread and promote the Message of Fatima
and devotion to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, even in a cloistered environment.
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The Coronation of Our Lady Regina Mundi

May 13th marked the 75th anniversary of the coronation of the statue of Our Lady
of Fatima that is venerated in the Chapel oFApparitions. It was a memorable day that
strengthened the re|ations|'1ip between the scu|pture and the pPapacy even mMore. / Carmo Rodeia

The “great event”, with “indefinable im-
pact” (words taken from the newspaper Voz
da Fdtima of May and June 1946), which was
the coronation of Our Lady of Fatima, on May
13th, 1946, by Cardinal Aloisio Masella, sent
by Pope Pius XII, together with the consecra-
tion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, four
years earlier, became, without doubt, one of
the themes that most polarized the special re-
lations between Fatima and Rome.

After the end of World War II, in 1945,
without Portugal having entered, it was or-
dained the solemn coronation of the statue
present in the Chapel of the Apparitions,
which constituted one of the most striking
moments in the history of the Shrine, also
because of the symbolism of the feast that
would be the inaugural moment of the Mar-
ian Commemorations, on the occasion of
the third centennial of the consecration of
the country to the Immaculate Conception.
In fact, what the Portuguese episcopate in-
tended was to celebrate a commemoration
and, with the crowning, to promote a cel-
ebration of thanksgiving for the Portuguese
neutrality in the War. But, according to one
of the members of the entourage of the cardi-
nal sent to Fatima to proceed to the corona-
tion on behalf of the Successor of Peter, the
intentions of the Pope were much deeper.
Before their departure, Pius XII reminded
those who were to act in his name to “always
be conscious of the noble mission they were
about to perform, for they were about to
crown Our Lady Regina Mundi” (Our Lady
of Fatima, Queen of the World).

In April 1946, the newspaper Voz da Fdti-
ma had already enthralled the faithful by an-
nouncing what was to happen in May: “Next
13th May the image of Our Lady of Fatima
which is venerated in the Chapel of Appari-
tions will be solemnly crowned by the special
Legate of His Holiness Pope Pius XII. The
pope, who has always held the Nation in high
esteem, Fidelissimo, has given us in recent
times repeated proofs of a singular love. To
concretize it, he has now sent a Cardinal of
the Roman Curia as his special representative
to proceed to the coronation of the statue of
Our Lady.”

And so it continued on the front page:
“What this represents, we cannot even im-
agine. Let us, during this remaining month,
prepare our souls for that day of glory for the

Most Holy Virgin and for our beloved coun-
try. Let us listen to the message of penance
that the Mother of Heaven has brought us.
Let us amend and improve our lives. Let us
strengthen ourselves in piety and in the apos-
tolate of Catholic Action. Let no one fail to
go to confession and to receive communion
during these days! Let us perform public de-
votions in our churches and chapels. In every
home let us erect an altar; let every soul and
heart be a throne for the Mother of God and
our Mother! She deserves everything; every-
thing we give Her is little. All our Venerable
Episcopate will be present during these days
in Cova da Iria. There will be official repre-
sentatives of the Government and members
of the Diplomatic Corps. Portugal will be
represented in Fatima by what it has best.”
“With such a high consecration, the power
of the world will fall on Fatima. Those who
cannot go there will certainly be there in
spirit and heart. It is a holy crusade for a more
fraternal humanity,” wrote Lino Netto in the
May 1946 edition.

When the day of the coronation came, at-
tention turned to the image, to the message
that the papal legacy brought and also to that
moment when the Pope would address the
pilgrims and the world, from Fatima. The
expectations were enormous, especially after
Pius XII's references to the Fatima statue as
“perinsignem” or “inclitam” in the text ap-
pointing the papal legate. Finally, the mo-
ment came when Pius XII addressed directly,

for the first time, the pilgrims of Fatima,
through a radio message: “to this holy mount”
where “the Immaculate Queen, whose ma-
ternal and compassionate heart worked the
miracle of Fatima, has heard our supplica-
tions superabundantly.”

Among the many pontifical epithets, the
statue was called a “thaumaturge” by Pope
Pius XII, who searched the Bible for expres-
sions that confirm Mary’s queenliness and
shared them with the “grateful and faithful”
people of Fatima and the entire world, from
Cova da Iria.

The celebration included pilgrimages from
Portugal and abroad, as well as “the authen-
tic and faithful representation of the Church

” o«

of Portugal and of all nations”, “a framework
with 500 flags”, “aeroplanes crossed the sky,
launching messages of greetings and bou-
quets of flowers” and, finally, the Holy Father
joined “through the Vatican telephone”, as
Voz da Fdtima reported in June in an emo-
tional and enthusiastic description.

From that moment on, 75 years ago, the
sculpture not only acquired a new physical
dimension, enhanced by the beautiful crown,
made in 1942 by the Casa Leitio e Irmios,
made of gold and more than 313 pearls and
2,650 stones, offered by Portuguese wom-
en, but, above all, a symbolic dimension of
Queen of Portugal and of Peace, since the
crown was associated with a concrete vow
and, therefore, was the material expression
of a gesture of thanksgiving.


https://www.fatima.pt/pt/multimedia/images/19460513
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Born 101 years ago, John Paul II, the first
Slavic pope in the history of the Church and
the first non-Italian pope since the 16th cen-
tury, maintained a close and profound rela-
tionship with Fatima that was cemented by
a coincidence of dates: the attempted assas-
sination that would change his life occurred
on the same day as the first Apparition of
Our Lady to the Little Shepherds in Cova da
Iria, 64 years later. This coincidence was for
him a clear sign sent by God.

“I want to tell you something in con-
fidence: for a long time, I had intended to
come to Fatima, as I have already had the
occasion to say on my arrival in Lisbon; but,
since the well-known attempt on my life
in St Peter’s Square, a year ago, when I be-
came aware of it, my thoughts immediately
turned to this Shrine, to place in the heart of
the heavenly Mother my thanks for having
saved me from danger. I saw in everything
that happened — I never tire of repeating it
- a special maternal protection from Our
Lady. And by coincidence — and there are no
mere coincidences in the designs of divine
Providence - I also saw an appeal and, per-
haps, a call to attention for the message that
came from her, sixty-five years ago, through
the intermediary of three children, sons of
humble country folk, the little shepherds of
Fatima, as they are universally known,” he
said on 12th May 1982 to the pilgrims of Fa-
tima, on what was his first trip to the Shrine.

“And here 1 am, with you all, pilgrim
among pilgrims (...) personally, to sing this
mercy (..). I wish to repeat today, once
again, before you, dear brothers and sisters,
these words which I spoke at the first au-
dience after the assassination attempt (7th
October 1981); they express, in echo, what
happened on that thirteenth day of May last
year; they express gratitude to the Highest,
to Our Lady and Mother, to the holy pro-
tectors and to all those who, directly or in-
directly, contributed to saving my life and
helping me recover my health. It is ‘thanks
to the Lord that I have not been killed": I
said it the first time on the feast of Our Lady
of the Rosary; I repeat it today in Fatima,
which speaks so much to us of the Rosary
- of praying the Rosary - as the little shep-
herds said. The Rosary is and will always
remain a prayer of gratitude, of love and
of confident supplication: the prayer of the

John Paul Il and Fatima:
A Relationship that Grew Closer after
the Attempted Assassination in St. Peter’s Square

John Paul I, moments before being shot by Ali Agca, at St. Peter’s Square, in Rome.

Mother of the Church,” he said the follow-
ing day in the Homily of the International
Mass on May 13th.

Then followed a long and emotional story
that was to bring him to Fatima two more
times. A story that ran through his entire
pontificate, practically to the end, the last
trip having taken place in a moment of great
weakness, in 2000, on the occasion of the
beatification of the two little shepherds who
were to be made saints by Pope Francis 17
years later.

On March 25th, 1984, the pope presided
over the consecration of the world to the
heart of Mary in the Vatican; the same im-
age that, in 2000, he placed among all the
bishops of the world, consecrating to her
the third millennium.

Also on March 25th, 1984, the pope offered
to the Bishop of Leiria-Fatima the bullet shot
during the attack, which would later be placed
in the precious crown of the statue of Our
Lady venerated in the Chapel of Apparitions.

On that occasion, before the statue ven-
erated in the Chapel of Apparitions, which
was taken to Rome at his request, in March
1984, the pope again referred to what he
could not forget: “Our Lady of Fatima, to
whom we are so devoted and so grateful,
also in the most intimate and personal sense,
you wanted to visit us on this very impor-
tant day, here in Rome”. On his many jour-
neys, he made many references to Our Lady

of the Rosary of Fatima.

Devotion to the prayer of the Rosary and
concern for the “threats” to the world were
other central themes in the interventions of
John Paul II, who pronounced a prayer of
Consecration to Our Lady, on May 13th, in
which he uttered, among other messages,
the following invocation: “From nuclear
war, from incalculable self-destruction,
from every kind of war, deliver us!”.

John Paul II returned to Portugal in 1991,
passing inevitably through the Shrine of
Fatima, on May 12th and 13th; during four
days he gave 12 speeches and also sent a let-
ter, from Cova da Iria, to the Catholic bish-

The crown s part of the temporary
exhibition until October 2022



Forty years have passed since the attempt that would change
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the knowledge of the history of Fatima and open the way to the
revelation of the third part of the Secret. /carmo Rodeia

ops of Europe, who were preparing a special
assembly of the Synod of Bishops, dedicated
to the Old Continent.

When bidding farewell to the country,
the pope said that “Fatima is always new for
those who repeat the ascent to the Serra de
Aire and seek to penetrate even more deeply
into the mysteries of the message of Our
Lady, ‘all dressed in white’, in the Appari-
tions of 1917 to the three little shepherds.”

On 12th and 13th May 2000, already in
failing the health, John Paul II returned to
Portugal to preside to the beatification of lit-
tle shepherds Francisco and Jacinta Marto.

“And once again I would like to celebrate
the Lord’s goodness to me when I was saved
from death”, he said in his homily, express-
ing “gratitude also to Blessed Jacinta, for the
sacrifices and prayers offered for the Holy
Father, whom she saw suffering greatly.”

On the same occasion the publication of
the third part of the so-called “Secret of Fa-
tima” was announced.

In 2000, the now Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVIwas Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith (Cardinal Joseph Ratz-
inger) and signed the “theological commen-
tary” on the third part of the secret, which
speaks of a “Bishop dressed in white” who
walks in the midst of ruins and corpses, an
image associated with the attack suffered by
John Paul II.

When he visited Fatima in 2000, he left
one of his most precious jewels, the Totus
Tuus ring, and even asked for the image of
the Little Chapel to return to the Vatican,
for the second time, to close the Holy Year,
on the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary,
welcoming about 1,500 bishops, the largest
gathering of bishops since the Council.

Back in Rome, at the general audience
of May 17th, 2000, John Paul II stated that
“God’s appeal to us through the Blessed Vir-
gin still retains all its timeliness today”.

John Paul II guided the Catholic Church for
more than two and a half decades in a pontifi-
cate that was remarkable on several levels.

In his first public address as pope he ad-
dressed the enormous assembly in St Peter’s
Square saying: “Do not be afraid. Open, or
rather throw open, the doors to Christ,” words
that were a real programme for his pontificate.

In the proposal, which he developed with
great energy, Jesus was to enter into every

On his last trip to the Shrine, John Paul Il beatified Francisco and Jacinta Marto.

dimension of human life, to encourage and
strengthen it, as the first of the 14 encyclicals
he left as a legacy states.

“The Church’s fundamental function in
every age and particularly in ours is to direct
man’s gaze, to point the awareness and expe-
rience of the whole of humanity towards the
mystery of God, to help all men to be familiar
with the profundity of the Redemption tak-
ing place in Christ Jesus. At the same time
man’s deepest sphere is involved - we mean
the sphere of human hearts, consciences and
events,” he wrote in Redemptor Hominis.

A teacher of faith and humanity, John Paul
II reformulated the idea of a Europe divided
into two great blocs, whose end he pre-
dicted. In fact, he understood, long before
others, that the era of the world divided into
blocs was coming to an end. World geopoli-
tics called for new ways of thinking and new
ways of being present. The globalisation of
the world had to be matched, for example,
by a global style of papacy. And John Paul II
did not spare himself, making 104 apostolic
journeys to 129 countries. Ecumenism and
inter-religious dialogue were permanent
topics in his pontificate. He was the first
pope to visit a synagogue and a mosque. He
was personally involved in the Assisi Meet-
ing, which brought together the main reli-
gious representatives of all traditions. He in-
sisted on the association between religious
practice and the culture of peace.

He asked for pardon for the errors of the
Church, especially for the historical recourse to
violence.

His ability to mobilise was remarkable.
In his famous speech at the World Youth
Days in Compostela, he said to the thou-
sands of young people who were listening
to him: “The time has come to undertake a
new evangelisation and you cannot miss this
urgent call.”

For Fatima, for the event and for the Mes-
sage he did everything in his power to en-
sure their pontifical seal of approval, as the
Encyclopedia of Fatima states.

On May 13th it was 39 years since St. John
Paul II first set foot in the Cova da Iria, one
year after the assassination attempt he suf-
fered in St. Peter’s Square. During his visit
to Fatima he would suffer another attempt,
this time less serious.

John Paul Il would order the revelation of the
third part of the Secret of Fatima.
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War or The Absence of Peace Read
from the Perspective of the Message of Fatima

/ Carmo Rodeia

Wounded man lying down in a battlefield of the Great World War .

In the July apparition the question appears
clearly linked to “offences against God”. The
question of war is almost as unavoidable in
the Message as that of peace.

“(...) You have seen hell where the souls of
poor sinners go. To save them, God wishes
to establish in the world devotion to my Im-
maculate Heart. If what I say to you is done,
many souls will be saved and there will be
peace. The war is going to end; but if peo-
ple do not cease offending God, a worse one
will break out during the pontificate of Pius
XI. When you see a night illumined by an
unknown light, know that this is the great
sign given to you by God that he is about to
punish the world for its crimes, by means of
war, famine, and persecutions of the Church
and of the Holy Father (...)", Lucia relates in
her Memoirs.

If in the first apparition Our Lady recom-
mends the three seers to pray the Rosary
every day in order to “obtain peace for the
world and the end of the war”. On July 13th,
the Lady, who would be described as bright-
er than the sun, is peremptory, announc-
ing to them the solution to end the conflict:
“if the offences against God cease” the war

will end; otherwise another conflict “even
worse” would disturb humanity. In October,
the promise is clear and explicit: the end of
the war is near, as is the return of the Portu-
guese soldiers.

The comparison of war to sin, or later to
the absence of God, when speaking of the
need for the conversion of Russia (a meta-
phor of the emerging atheistic regimes) ap-
pears as one of the most impressive marks of
the message of Fatima, and the invitation to
prayer and the conversion of hearts is part
of the effort “of pacifist charity and the re-
nunciation of violence” to which the Catho-
lic Church was beginning to adhere, as José
Manuel Sardica writes in Guerra (War), one
of the thematic entries of the Encyclopedia
of Fatima.

In effect, Benedict XV, who, faced with
one of the bloodiest episodes in the history
of humanity, as we know it, was developing
a “pacifying diplomacy”, found in Portugal,
a country heavily penalized by the death
of its soldiers at the front during the First
World War, and in the apparitions of Fa-
tima as well as in the message that resulted
from them, the narrative that could sustain

this new attitude of the Vatican, fighting a
vision of a just war that Catholicism, until
the twentieth century, had accepted. Thus,
the Fatima apparitions and the clear mes-
sage left by Our Lady to the three Little
Shepherds about the effort of conversion,
the permanent need for prayer with a view
to reparation for sins and Peace, nourished
this renewed humanist concern, reinforc-
ing, on the other hand, the Church’s anti-
war narrative.

The persistence of questions about the
war, which had already taken so many lives
in Portugal; the healing of the sick and
maimed; the desire for the end of hostilities
and the return of the Portuguese soldiers
fighting at the front, were dominant themes
in the dialogue between the three seers and
Our Lady and also in the projection of the
event of Fatima itself, in the journalistic re-
ports of the time.

“To the extent that the apparitions took
place in the climax year of the First World
War, coinciding with the change in the of-
ficial discourse of the Church on the moral-
ity of war, it is not wrong to consider that
Fatima was the contribution given by Por-



tuguese Catholicism to the new formulation
that was then beginning, of the question of
peace and war within the Catholic Church”,
José Manuel Sardica also refers in the afore-
mentioned article.

The references to war would then succeed
each other in the speeches of the various
popes who came to Fatima. From 1945 on,
following the division of the world into two
great blocks, which marked the beginning
of a long Cold War, Fatima became an in-
spiring reference for the anti-war doctrine
of the Church, of which the popes became
messengers, comparing war to sin, and eter-
nal damnation, and peace the fruit of prayer
and the triumph of God’s saving plan for
humanity, so well presented to the three
children of Fatima.

Let us recall the references against war in
the Encyclical Pacem in Terris (1963, where
John XXIII defined war as something “al-
ienum est a ratione”, affirming that it would
be unreasonable to think that it could solve
problems) or in the Pastoral Constitution
Gaudium et Spes, in which the Vatican did
not hesitate to condemn the unbridled arms
race.

We all remember the words of Paul VI
at Fatima, on 13th May 1967, in favour of
peace at a time “of grave historical situation
for humanity”, marked by the possession
of “a great arsenal of terribly deadly weap-
ons’, in which man’s “moral progress does
not match his scientific and technical pro-
gress”. The Pontiff then launched from Fa-
tima an appeal that resounded throughout
the world: “Men, we profess at this singular
moment, seek to be worthy of the divine
gift of peace. Men, be men. Be good men, be
cordial, be open to the consideration of the

total good of the world. Be magnanimous.”

With John Paul II, this Christian call to
non-violence has taken root. The strong
personal bond he had with the Virgin of
Fatima, because of the assassination at-
tempt he had suffered and because his life
was spared, but also because of the issue of
the conversion of Russia, developed in the
Secret, brought the message of Fatima into
his addresses several times. In one of them,
on May 13th, 1991, John Paul II referred to
the series of events that had occurred in the
East to underline the prophetic reach of the
Christian message that Fatima echoed.

“With a heart deeply moved and amazed
before the creative and salvific plan of God
to bring about the fullness to which He has
called us, 1, a Pilgrim with you in this New
Jerusalem, exhort you, dear brothers and
sisters, to welcome the Grace and the Call
which in this place is felt most palpably and
penetratingly, to adjust our ways to those of
God (...). In these men of the twentieth cen-
tury, both their capacity to subdue the earth
and their freedom to flee God’s command-
ment and to deny it have been revealed with
equal greatness as an inheritance of their
sin. The inheritance of sin shows itself as a
mad aspiration to build the world - a world
created by man - ‘as if God did not exist’.
And also as if that Cross on Golgotha, where
‘Death and Life faced each other in a singu-
lar duel, did not exist, in order to show that
love is more powerful than death, and that
the glory of God is the living man”.
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More recently, in line with his predeces-
sors, Francis confirms the inadmissibility of
the just war theory in the face of the power
of new weapons, which he condemns out-
right.

“The world, politics and public opinion
risk becoming accustomed to the evil of
war, as a natural companion of the history
of peoples, but the pains of war are also ag-
gravated by the Coronavirus pandemic and
the impossibility, in many countries, of ac-
cess to necessary treatments.”

The theme dealt with in the encyclical
Fratelli Tutti, in paragraphs 256 to 262 of the
seventh chapter dedicated to paths of peace
for a renewed encounter, the Pope says that
is the negation of all rights and a dramatic
assault on the environment.

If we want true integral human develop-
ment for all, says Francis, we must work
tirelessly to avoid war between nations and
peoples (257). We cannot think of war as
a solution. It is very difficult nowadays to
invoke the rational criteria elaborated in
earlier centuries to speak of the possibility
of a “just war”. Never again war! (258) The
ultimate goal of the total elimination of nu-
clear weapons becomes both a challenge and
a moral and humanitarian imperative (262).
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“Fatima is a kind of school where we learn the
unconditional love of God” and the Shrine is
“a vanguard of peace building”

Cardinal José Tolentino Mendonca was the guest of the June #fatimanoseculoXX|

podcast. The Archivist and Librarian of the Ho

p||gr|mage the world’s need for conversion an

See speaks of the meamng of
Jthe actuallty of the “three addresses

that Fatima proposes to contemporary humamt\/ ‘conversion, penance and prayer .

Carmo Rodeia

HFATIMA

NO SECULO XX

Where does the shrine begin? That is the
question. Mgr. José Tolentino Mendonca
answers, without a doubt, that “It begins in
the heart of each one of us”. And where does
Fatima begin? “Long before Fatima, and Fa-
tima ends long after Fatima”, answers the
Cardinal of the Roman Curia, who presided
over the International Anniversary Pilgrim-
age in May, which this year was held in the
presence of the pilgrims, albeit in a very re-
strictive manner.

“When a pilgrim starts his journey to Fa-
tima, his life is already a shrine because our
life is a sacred place. So, even far from Fa-

tima we are already inside the shrine, more
and more inside, and it is important that
the Shrine has this capacity of expan-
sion; that it be not only that place, but
a place that resounds and resounds,
calling, inviting and that it resounds
offering a gift, a word, an experience
that afterwards the pilgrim takes to
his life,” he affirms.
“This is its great function: to lead
each one to recognize that his life is
sacred and that recognizing this chang-
es what we are, converts us and there-
fore makes us walk,” he clarifies pointing
out the “consolation” that springs from this
place: “Here we come to drink from the
fountain, but afterwards, the taste of this
new water, which we drink here, enlightens
us long after we have said goodbye to the
topographic sign that says Fatima.”

“In the pilgrimages on foot we dis-
cover the value of the path, which is
a sacrament, a sign of God” he em-
phasizes underlining the availability
of the senses of each pilgrim in a
“total and unique” surrender in or-
der to quench “the desires and the

thirst” of the heart.
“The great pilgrimage is always
interior. A pilgrim walks in the
physical space to learn to walk
within himself. And when we
cannot walk in the geography
of the world, we have to do it
in our internal geography and

the human heart is a great place to travel.”

In this interview, available at www.fa-
tima.pt/podcast and on the [Tunes and Spo-
tify platforms, the poet cardinal, one of the
most prestigious figures of the Portuguese
Church, reflects on the importance of the
message of Fatima for humanity, in this sec-
ond century of the Shrine.

“Today we are living a rare moment in
history; it is a moment of transition from
one epoch to another. I think that the pan-
demic has pushed us towards the future,
placing us already in a different moment,
in another historical moment. And in every
historical moment we need a spiritual re-
construction, a re-discovery, and this chal-
lenges the role of Fatima in the future. I
have great confidence in the role of Fatima
because the potential and strength of hope,
which is experienced in Fatima, will help us
in meeting ourselves again with a deeper
and more spiritual understanding of what
are the priorities for our time,” he insists,
naming the great priorities of this “wounded
humanity”.

“These priorities have to do with the qual-
ification of human life. ‘Men, be men’...The
cry of St. Paul VI and then in another way
and adopting it as his own, of Pope John
Paul II, the cry that now accompanies the
testimony of Pope Francis, is that we need
to qualify our humanity, to qualify it inte-
grally,” warns the Cardinal referring to the
importance of the spiritual dimension.

But Mary is also the Queen of the World
and of Peace, he recalls.

“The message of Fatima is a universal
message; it is so because here a God is pre-
sented who comes to speak of mercy, who
comes with his heart in his hands to speak
to the human being. *

“Shrines are places where we learn what a
culture of peace means, because our hearts
are transformed. The weapons of war are
turned into ploughshares. That is the func-
tion of the Shrine: a pacification of the hu-
man heart that is then reflected in our socie-
ties. That is why the Shrine is a vanguard of
peace building,” he highlights.
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“Integral Ecology” and the Message of Fatima:
A Path to Peace

In the year in which the Platform Laudato S’ is launched and in which is celebrated the
6th anniversary of the Green Encyclical, let’s look at the message of Fatima from the
perspective of the relationship between Ecology and Peace. /carmo rodeia

There is in the message of Fatima “a po-
tential of ecological intelligence” stated Isa-
bel Varanda, professor at the Catholic Uni-
versity of Portugal, in the fifth session of
the Pastoral Theological Symposium 2018
when reflecting on The Imperative of Peace
as Integral Ecology.

On the subject, the researcher explained
that Peace and Ecology “are inseparable
concepts”, firstly because Peace is not lim-
ited to the absence of war and human peace,
nor is Ecology exhausted in an environ-
mental perspective, and she added: “Peace is
not possible without a just Ecology and the
integral ecological balance is embodied by
and culminates in Peace, with justice for all
creatures and Peace with the Creator.” And
she concluded: “There is an intimate link
between justice, peace and creation. Integral
peace, integral justice and integral ecology.”

For over a hundred years, documents
from the Church and others to which the
Church joined its voice through pontifical
pronouncements, have been published - of
which the following stand out: Pope Paul
VI's address to the United Nations; papal
messages for the World Day of Peace be-
tween 1968 and 2021; the Earth Charter
and, more recently, the encyclical Laudato
Si’. They are all inspired by an “integral ecol-
ogy” based, among other things, on values
such as non-violence and peace.

Pope Francis states unequivocally in
number 92 of the encyclical: “We can hardly
consider ourselves to be fully loving if we
disregard any aspect of reality: ‘Peace, justice
and the preservation of creation are three
absolutely interconnected themes, which
cannot be separated and treated individually
without once again falling into reduction-
ism’. Everything is related, and we human
beings are united as brothers and sisters on
a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by
the love God has for each of his creatures
and which also unites us in fond affection.”

Peace being one of the central axes of the
message of Fatima, the exercise of relating
Fatima, Peace and Ecology is almost imme-
diate.

In the six apparitions of Our Lady in Cova
da Iria, the theme of war and peace is abun-
dantly referred to, as is that categorical im-

perative of the need for conversion: peace of
heart, peace with one’s brother, peace with
creation and peace with the Creator.

As Pope Francis himself reminds us in the
encyclical Laudato Si’, number 225: “An ad-
equate understanding of spirituality consists
in filling out what we mean by peace, which
is much more than the absence of war. In-
ner peace is closely related to care for ecol-
ogy and for the common good.”

Pope Benedict XVI, in his message for
the XLIII World Day of Peace 2010, the
year he visited Fatima and left clues for the
commemorations of the Centennial of the
Apparitions, stated “if you want to cultivate
peace, protect creation”.

This is perhaps one of the possible keys to
reading the Message at the dawn of the 21st
century. Human ecology, already proposed
by John Paul II in the encyclical Centesimus
Annus (1991), and taken up again today by
the first great green encyclical of the Catho-
lic Church, will challenge us to study more
closely the Message, which is not closed in
on itself and does not end with the revela-
tion of a secret.

To return to Isabel Varanda: “The major
importance of the Memoirs of Sister Lucia
does not end with the fact that they are a liv-
ing testimony to a past and celebrated event.
They are intended for the future rather than
the past; they are intended for the memory
of the future, and this memory of the future,
a century later, requires the semantic exten-
sion of the message of Peace.”

“Caring for Peace is caring for integral
ecology. Caring for Peace is the exhortation
that came from heaven down to the Little
Shepherds: Francisco, Jacinta and Lucia,
and, through them, to the whole world: so
that all may be saved, to the end of Hell; sal-
vation, in the sense of the Greek expression
sotéria, as fullness of life for all creatures;
soteria as integral ecological salvation. For
the salvation of all and to overcome Hell,
the Little Shepherds give their lives (...).
This is the imperative scope of the message
of Fatima: peace with justice for all creation,
because there is no just peace without the
integrity of creation,” concluded Isabel Var-
anda in the article “Fatima: The Imperative
of Peace as Integral Ecology”.
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Timeliness of Fatima’s Message and Importance of the
Shrine in This Time of Pandemic was Evidenced during

the July Pilgrimage

The International Anniversary Pilgrimage, which evokes the third apparition, was presided
by the Bishop of Ourense, Spain, and recalled the victims of the pandemic, especially the
youth and vulnerable people. / Carmo Rodeia

The Bishop of Ourense, Bishop José
Montanet, considered that the Shrine of Fa-
tima acquires, in the current pandemic situ-
ation, “a special meaning”, for the silence it
provides for those who seek recollection.

According to the Spanish prelate, who
presided over the July International Anni-
versary Pilgrimage in Cova da Iria, attended
by 12 groups (from Spain, Italy, Poland,
Venezuela, Croatia and France), “it is very
difficult to listen to God in the excitement
and festivities” with many people around,
which makes the Shrine of Fatima a privi-
leged place to achieve this goal.

Bishop José Montanet, who has been
president of the Episcopal Commission of
Liturgy of the Spanish Episcopal Confer-
ence since March 2020, also affirmed, in
the homily of the Mass of the 13th, that “we
must take seriously the spirituality of Fatima
that has some very beautiful connotations:
the confession and the reparatory commun-

ion of the First Saturdays, the prayer for
conversion and for peace”.

The invitation to prayer left by the Vir-
gin to the three little shepherds “is real and
urgent” in the face of the suffering and war
so many people are facing nowadays, the
Bishop of Ourense further stated.

Based on the account of the third appari-
tion, during which Our Lady asked the seers
to return here every 13th day and pray the
Rosary for peace and for the end of the war,
Bishop José Leonardo Montanet stressed
that “there is no more real and urgent re-
quest. We continue to experience desola-
tion and war”. And he exemplified: “Have
you ever wondered how many children
have died in the womb of their mothers in
Europe? Do you know how many suicides
have happened in our countries of young
people, who sought their own death because
life had lost meaning for them? And what
about the families, the schools, our univer-

sities, where ideologies are preached that
sooner or later kill the faith in the lives of
the younger generations?” the Galician prel-
ate questioned, underlining the invitation to
prayer that finds in this Shrine “a privileged
place”.

The Bishop of Ourense, particularly at-
tached to Fatima, as he confessed on the
night of the 12th, challenged Christians
to be “witnesses of hope and of life”, that
should be protected because it has “meaning
and must be respected and loved”. “It is an
obligation of the Church to always defend
human life”, the bishop stated, wishing that
“the pains and tribulations that the whole
world suffers in this time of pandemic will
not make the Catholic faithful lose hope”.

The July pilgrimage evoked again the
theme of the entire pastoral year - “Praise
the Lord who lifts up the weak” - with “a
special intention for those who suffer in this
time of affliction due to the pandemic”.

Message of affection to the Pope

At the end of the celebrations, the Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, Cardinal Anténio Marto,
addressed a “particular thought” of “prompt convalescence” to Pope Francis, who was
in hospital at the time recovering from a surgical intervention: “We send a wish for a
prompt convalescence and that Our Lady of Fatima and the Little Shepherds continue
to bless him in the gift of health and in the exercise of his ministry,” said Mgr. Anténio

Marto, at the Altar of the Prayer Area.
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Panama Celebrates the Laying of the First Stone of the
Replica of the Chapel of the Apparitions

May 13th was marked in a symbolic way with a moment of celebration. / catia Fitipe

The first stone of what will be the fifth rep-
lica of the Little Chapel of the Apparitions of
the Virgin of Fatima in the world was laid on
the 13th May, 2021, in a field adjacent to the
headquarters of the Episcopal Conference of
Panama.

With this space, the world will count five
similar structures copying the Little Chapel
— in the United States, Brazil, Puerto Rico,
Philippines and now Panama — whose origi-
nal is located on the exact spot where the Vir-
gin Mary appeared at Fatima in 1917.

Archbishop José Domingo Ulloa Mendie-
ta, Archbishop of Panama, presided over the
ceremony of laying the first stone, accom-
panied by the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy
See in Panama, Archbishop Luciano Russo,
and the Portuguese Ambassador in Panama,
Gongalo Teles Gomez.

“This is a special moment, of great joy and
blessing for the Archdiocesan Church; It is a
dream that comes true,” stressed Archbishop
José Domingo Ulloa Mendieta.

As he placed the first stone on the blessed
ground moments before, Monsignor Ulloa
took the opportunity to also place on the
same site a small image of the Virgin of Fa-
tima, and a picture of Saint Joseph, so that
“those two saints, who loved and cared much
for Our Lord, may accompany the construc-
tion of this Little Chapel, and the people who

will pilgrim here in search of peace”.

The ambassador of Portugal in Panama,
Gongalo Teles Gémez, said that it is an hon-
our for the Portuguese government that
Panama is the fifth